
Hale Village Bowling Club

Minutes of Committee Meeting held on 27/1/2020 at 2pm at The Cottage

Present  Jim Sambrook (in the Chair), Anne Perrett, Ian Horn, Carl Harrison, Sheila 
Hesketh,, Jean Hines, Frank Hussey, Bill Jamieson .

Apologies  Phil Parker, John Mckie, Steve Entwistle.

Minutes of Previous Meeting  These were signed as correct.  There were no 
matters arising.

Chairman’s Report  Phil apologized for being absent.  He wished the Committee a 
happy new year, and welcomed Les to the Committee There was little to report.  He 
had attended a meeting of the new Hale Village Place Plan, a suggested plan to 
improve many issues in Hale eg parking.  The progress report on  matters about the 
green will be dealt with later.

Secretary’s Report  Anne had sent letters to inform the Associate Members that 
their status was to be discontinued, and had received two responses both of which 
suggested that the recipients were unaware they had that status.  Approval of the 
AGM minutes has been carried forward to the next meeting.

Treasurer’s Report  Jim identiMied all the individual items of income and 
expenditure and the club now has £5,385.17 in the bank, plus £988 in the Allen 
Perkins account. He expressed disappointment that so few membership fees had 
been paid so far. It was agreed however that his system for collecting subs worked 
even if some were late, rather than adopt punitive measures for late payers.  There 
had been some objections to the rise in subs from £15 p.a. to £20 and it was agreed 
that we must try not to raise them for some time.  The issue of prize money from the 
various leagues was discussed (carried forward from the AGM), and it was agreed 
that if an individual won a prize it should be retained by that person, but if a team 
won a prize it should be surrendered to the Club’s funds.  However, this would not be 
adopted as club policy until it had been debated at the AGM and it will now be 
presented as a motion at the 2020 AGM 

Competitions Report  Les tabled a chart showing the web site usage over the last 
12 months together with a suggested programme for the clubs competitions and 
friendlies. He explained he had generated a computer program which would run on 
his lap top on the day of the competitions and would randomly allocate the pairings. 
Les had spent much time preparing for the new season and pointed out some 
perennial problems.  The worst had been the log-jam at the end of the season 
because of events postponed through bad weather.  After a lengthy discussion it was 
agreed that any events rained off should not be allocated a new date but should 
instead be abandoned for that season.  Carl was asked whether he was happy with 
how it had worked out for the Mirst year of his trophy, in that it fell eventually on the 
Minal round robin day, having been rained off earlier in the season.  He was indeed 



very  happy and wanted to keep it on that day in future even though he had to accept 
that if that were ever rained off, it would,  like the other trophies, have to remain 
unawarded that year.  Les also suggested that a handicap system be introduced for 
intra-club competitions.  This matter was carried forward to the next meeting.  The 
men’s cup was re-allocated to two of the Tuesday morning games, and the ladies’ 
cup, which had been particularly badly supported recently, possibly to Monday 
evenings when there was a gap in the league matches. It was agreed that the 
trophies should be presented at the Christmas lunch, with only the prizes (still to 
continue as wine) being presented on the day.  The friendly matches had all been 
arranged and there was some discussion about whether we should in future have a 
greater variety of clubs to play against in friendly matches.  This will be 
reconsidered later in the season.                             
Les reminded the Committee that next year, 2021, will be the centenary of the Mirst 
club event on the green, and it should be celebrated.  This topic will also be carried 
forward to later in the season.

Green Report  There has been work by both Amey on behalf of Trafford  Council 
and Bancrofts for whose services we are paying.  The programme is running later 
than planned because yet again Amey has failed to stick to agreed times.  
Nevertheless, the green is showing signs of improvement.  The way forward may be 
to continue having Bancrofts do some work to top up what the council fails to do, but 
some expressed dismay that we are having to pay for what the council should be 
doing.

Social Secretary’s Report  Ian reported that he had been approached by Noel 
Shields of Altrincham Football Club about having our Christmas lunch there.  It was 
agreed not to pursue this as the football club food is not very good whereas the 
lunch at the Cresta Court was particularly good in 2019.  As the end-of-season lunch 
was not going to be at the Ashley Hotel, Ian suggested the Village Café which could 
offer a buffet-type lunch with chips.  He suggested that rather than have the bowls  
before and after lunch, it would encourage those who weren’t scoring well to stay on 
and watch to the end if the play was uninterrupted from 11am until 2pm,  with lunch 
to follow.  Plans for the Quiz Night were proceeding well.

Membership; Secretary’s Report  Sheila distributed the latest list of members and 
knew of at least one new member applying at the moment..  Last year we had 85 
members with the likelihood of fewer this year.

Captains’ Reports  Generally, the teams were taking shape, although there is delay 
when there is an A and a B team in Minalising the B team players.  

Timing for Motions for the AGM  Anne will remind members in the forthcoming 
handbook that Motions must be registered with the Secretary 35 days before the 
AGM.  

Recruitment of New Members and the Idea of Tuition were carried forward to 
the next meeting.



Any Other Business  There is to be a public meeting on Saturday 1st February from 
9-12 at the Cottage about the development plans for the Library etc.  Most members 
of the Committee are planning to attend

Date of Next Meeting  Monday 23rd March at 2pm at The Cottage.

The meeting closed at 4pm

.
 


